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“Barrios is coming with power, and you know for sure I’m coming with power. 

May the best man win,” - Davis 

  
“We’ve never faced fighters like each other before. We’re going to see on June 

26 if it’s the right move for him,” - Barrios 

  
Four-Time World Champion Gervonta Davis Seeks Title In A Third Division 

Against Unbeaten Super Lightweight Champion Mario Barrios  
Headlining A SHOWTIME PPV® Saturday, June 26  

In A Premier Boxing Champions Event From 

State Farm Arena In Atlanta 



  
Click HERE for Photos from Esther Lin/SHOWTIME  

  
Click HERE for Photos from Mayweather Promotions  

  
ATLANTA (May 20, 2021) – Four-time world champion Gervonta “Tank” Davis and undefeated WBA 
Super Lightweight Champion Mario “El Azteca” Barrios went face-to-face Thursday at a press 
conference to preview their SHOWTIME PPV main event taking place Saturday, June 26 at the award-
winning State Farm Arena in Atlanta in an event presented by Premier Boxing Champions.  
  
One of boxing’s biggest stars at just 26-years-old, Davis will take on a career-defining challenge in the 
undefeated Barrios, as he sets his sights on capturing a title in a third weight class. With a victory, 
Davis will hold world championships in three different divisions simultaneously, a feat only 
accomplished by a few fighters in history. Standing in his way is the undefeated 25-year-old Barrios, 
who owns a 9-0 record with eight knockouts during his 140-pound reign and holds a six-inch height 
advantage over Davis. 
  
Davis returns to fight at State Farm Arena after selling out the venue in December 2019 during a star-
studded event that saw him stop former champion Yuriorkis Gamboa in the 12th and final round to 
capture a lightweight title.  
  
Tickets for the live event at State Farm Arena, which is promoted by Mayweather Promotions, GTD 
Promotions and TGB Promotions, go on sale tomorrow, Friday, May 21 at 10 a.m. ET, and can be 
purchased at ticketmaster.com.  
  
Here is what the press conference participants had to say Thursday at State Farm Arena: 
  
GERVONTA DAVIS 

  
“Camp has been great for me. We know that Barrios is a bigger guy and that he can punch. We’re 
working hard each day in the gym, because we’re going up against a big task on June 26. 
  
“We all have challenges we go through in life, and that’s what makes us strong. This is another 
challenge that I have on my road to success. I’m ready to walk through it and keep pushing. 
  
“We know this is a dangerous fight. Barrios is coming with power and you know for sure I’m coming 
with power. May the best man win. 
  
“I took this fight because I want to be great. All the other big names at lightweight had scheduled 
fights so I felt like I wanted to go out and beat the best fighter out there for me. 
  
“Even if he is bigger than me on fight night, it doesn’t matter. This is all part of the sport.  My goal is to 
break him down. If I can get him out of there, I’ll get him out of there. If it goes 12 rounds, so be it. 
He’s big and strong, but he’s never faced anyone like me. 
  
“We have to wait and see what happens on fight night. Different styles dictate what I need to show in 
the fight. We’ll see what he brings to the table, and then we’ll capitalize off of it. 
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“I’m not worried about losing any speed by adding weight. I’m going to be quick regardless. I think I’m 
going to be at my best at 140-pounds. 
  
“Like all of the rest of my fights, this is going to be action packed. Don’t go get popcorn during the 
fight, because it could end at any moment. I bring what boxing needs, and that’s excitement. We all 
know when I fight, it’s never a boring fight. From the first round, until whenever it ends, I just keep 
coming, in all of my fights. That’s what you’re going to see June 26.” 

  
MARIO BARRIOS 

  
“This is a huge opportunity for me. ‘Tank’ called me out. I know he’s trying to do something great, but 
this is a dangerous fight for him. It’s going to be an action-packed fight. We’ve never faced fighters like 
each other before. We’re going to see on June 26 if it’s the right move for him. 
  
“I fight to represent my city and my people. I’m going to go out there and do my best to make 
everybody proud. 
  
“They might be looking at my fight against Batyr Akhmedov closely. But I think he has a totally 
different style and that this fight will be different than what they expect if they just watch that match. I 
don’t know what they see in me to want this fight, but none of it matters to me. All the questions are 
going to be answered on June 26. 
  
“’Tank’ is jumping up two weight classes. He’s doing something a lot of great fighters have done. He 
even said it: this isn’t an easy fight for him. We’re ready to face the best version of ‘Tank’ that anyone 
has ever seen and it’s going to be war. 
  
“I was surprised when his name was brought up to me. But whether you like ‘Tank’ or not, he has one 
of the biggest names in boxing. This is the type of fight that can skyrocket my name up there to the top 
level of the sport. 
  
“’Tank’ is a good fighter and a very explosive fighter. There is the question of whether he’s bringing his 
power up to 140. I don’t have any concerns about it though. He’s the guy who has to show people he 
can handle my power at this weight. 
  
“I’m excited to be fighting in Atlanta. This is my first time here actually but I know the fans here are 
very passionate. I’m expecting to see a great turnout here at State Farm Arena.” 

  
LEONARD ELLERBE, CEO of Mayweather Promotions 

  
“’Tank’ is a generational fighter. He has certain abilities that others just don’t. He’s special, but this is a 
dangerous fight for him. This is a tremendous challenge and I’m really excited for this fight. 
  
“Atlanta is a hot market. Obviously the first fight they had in a long time was ‘Tank’ vs. Yuriorkis 
Gamboa and it was a packed sold out crowd in this building. The fans really enjoyed it. The city needs 
big events like this. We told the fans we were coming back and here we are. 
  
“’Tank’ is chasing history. When you look back at a lot of all-time greats, they’ve gone through things 
no one else ever has. Looking to be a three-division champion at 26 years old is another example of 
him chasing greatness like that. 
  



“’Tank’ is the most exciting fighter in the entire sport and he gives the fans what they want to see. He 
puts butts in seats. People gravitate to the way he fights. This new generation of fans that we have, 
they love him.” 

  
#         #         # 

  
ABOUT DAVIS VS. BARRIOS 

Davis vs. Barrios will see four-time world champion Gervonta “Tank” Davis set his sights on capturing a 
title in a third weight class when he faces undefeated WBA Super Lightweight Champion Mario “El 
Azteca” Barrios in a SHOWTIME PPV main event Saturday, June 26 at the award-winning State Farm 
Arena in Atlanta in an event presented by Premier Boxing Champions. 
  
The pay-per-view telecast begins at 9 p.m. ET/6 p.m. PT and will feature a battle of two top 154-pound 
contenders as Erickson “Hammer” Lubin faces former unified champion Jeison Rosario in a WBC Super 
Welterweight Title Eliminator in the co-main event. Former unified super welterweight champion 
Julian “J-Rock” Williams returns to the ring to take on Brian Mendoza in a 10-round showdown and 
hard-hitting Olympian Batyr Akhmedov steps in against former world champion Argenis Mendez in a 
12-round WBA Super Lightweight Title Eliminator to kick off the pay-per-view telecast. 
  
The event is promoted by Mayweather Promotions, GTD Promotions and TGB Promotions. The 
Akhmedov vs. Mendez fight is promoted in association with World of Boxing. 
  
For more information visit www.SHO.com/sports, www.PremierBoxingChampions.com, follow on 
Twitter @ShowtimeBoxing, @PremierBoxing, @MayweatherPromo, @TGBPromotions, on Instagram 
@ShowtimeBoxing, @PremierBoxing, @MayweatherPromotions, @TGBPromotionss or become a fan 
on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/SHOBoxing and 
https://www.facebook.com/MayweatherPromotions/.  
  
  
CONTACTS: 
SHOWTIME Sports: (212) 708-1734 

Tim Smith, PBC: (702) 843-3400 

Nicole Craig, Mayweather Promotions: (702) 807-1788 

TGB Promotions: (818) 817-8001 

Steve Pratt, BZA: (310) 408-4555 

Swanson Communications: (202) 783-5500, contact@swansonpr.com  

Janet Smith, State Farm Arena, (470)494-0381, janet.smith@hawks.com 
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